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May 31, 2002 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Attention is invited to the attached documents cited during the examination of the 
German priority application. U.S. 3,924,018 if the counterpart to the German citation. A 
completed Form PTO-1449 is attached with a statement in support of patentabihty. 

Official citation and consideration of all the attached documents is requested. 
Please return to the undersigned a copy of the attached PTO-1449 with the examiner's 
initials in the left column [MPEP §609] with the next communication. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained herein was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than 3 months from the filing date of this statement [see 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (1)]. 

The filing of an Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made [37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)], an admission that the 
information cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability or that no other 
material information exists. Further, the fihng of an Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as an admission against interest in any manner [Commissioner's 
Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 12-25 at 25]. 
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Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 



(Use several sheets if necessary) 



ATTY. DOCKET NO.' 

35-226 '"^ f^AQP^h*''^ 

APPLICANT 

PIRES 



SERIAL NO. 

10/021.301 



FILING DATE 

December 19, 2001 



GROUP 

1761 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 



FILING DATE 







3 928 648 


1 2/1 975 


Stahl et al 














1 2/1 975 


Sims et al 














5/1 976 


Sinris et al 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



TRANSLATION 
CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO 



2 090 719 



7/1982 



United Kingdom 



25 26 523 



1/1976 



Germany 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 



*Examiner 



Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation Is In conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 

copy of this form with next communication to application. 

Form PTO-FB-A820 (Also PTO-1449) 
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